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If you are applying to ESCP Business School’s MSc in 
Marketing & Creativity, MSc in Energy Management or 
MSc in Digital Transformation Management & Leadership, 
you have an option to choose between two routes in how 
you enter the UK that consequently lead to different post-
study opportunities.

One will make you eligible for the UK post-study visa (via 
the UK Graduate Immigration Route), and the other for the 
France post-study visa (via our Standard Route). The table on 
the next page of this document outlines the key differences 
between the two routes.
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http://www.escp.eu/mmk
http://www.escp.eu/mmk
http://www.escp.eu/mem
http://www.escp.eu/mdt
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Standard Route UK Graduate 
Immigration Route

How do you enter the UK for London academic terms?

EU nationals and some non-EU nationals 
that are classed as Non-Visa Nationals, do 
not require a visa when entering the UK to 
study for up to six months.  
Check if you need a visa here.

•	 Can you work in the UK as a non-visa 
national? No

•	 You will also need an enrolment letter 
specifying the exact UK study dates to 
show at border control.

If you are a non-EU national without a 
visa exemption, you will need a Standard 
Visitor visa to enter the UK.

•	 How long are you allowed to stay with 
a Visitor visa? up to 6 months

•	 Can you work in the UK with a Visitor 
visa? No

•	 When to apply? Between 3 months 
and 8 weeks before the specialisation 
start date

•	 Cost: £115
•	 Health surcharge: N/A

Please be aware that fees are subject to change

Both EU and non-EU nationals will need a 
Student visa to enter the UK. 

•	 How long your UK Student Visa will 
be valid for? Your visa will be valid for a 
total of 22 months. This includes a wrap 
period on your visa issued by the UKVI, 
following the end of your specialisation. 

•	 Can you work in the UK? Yes, but 
recommended only outside of your 
academic terms. 

•	 When to apply? Between 6 months 
and 8 weeks before the specialisation 
start date

•	 Cost: £490
•	 Health surcharge: £940

Please be aware that fees are subject to change

How do you enter France for the Paris academic term?

Non-EU nationals will require a Long-
Term Study visa (Visa de long séjour pour 
études - VLS-TS).

•	 How long are you allowed to stay? 4 
months, with an opportunity to extend 
afterwards

•	 When to apply? 2 months before the 
start of Paris term. This can be done 
either in the UK during the London 
terms, or in your home country before 
the Paris term.

•	 Cost: Fees vary depending on from 
where you are applying 

•	 Insurance/Health surcharge:  
Any personal insurance

•	 Can you travel outside of France? Yes, 
to Schengen countries

Non-EU nationals will require a Long-
Term Study visa (Visa de long séjour pour 
études - VLS-TS).

•	 How long are you allowed to stay?  
You will be able to stay for the full 
duration of the Paris term and this will 
not affect your UK student visa. 

•	 When to apply? 2 months before the 
start of Paris term. This can be done 
either in the UK during the London 
terms, or in your home country before 
the Paris term.

•	 Cost: Fees vary depending on from 
where you are applying

•	 Insurance / Health surcharge: Any 
personal insurance

•	 Can you travel outside of France? Yes, 
to Schengen countries

Where can you complete your compulsory work placement  
(internship or direct employment) and thesis?

Your thesis and compulsory work 
experience can be done anywhere in the 
world, provided you have the right visa.

What are the work-placement visa 
requirements?

•	 If you want to work outside of France, 
you will be responsible for obtaining 
a correct work visa (if applicable) on 
your own. Please be aware that ‘type of 
work’ restrictions may apply.  

•	 Non-EU nationals who decide to stay 
in France after the Paris academic 
term and work while on their Long-
Term Study visa can apply for either 
internships or fixed-term contracts 
until graduation. If you decide to do so, 
you must apply for a visa renewal, and 
also hold a valid residence permit and 
a French social security number. This 
work placement should be supervised 
by an ESCP tutor. Permanent contracts 
are not allowed. 

Please be aware that placements can be both paid and 
unpaid.

Your thesis and compulsory work 
experience can be done in the UK or 
anywhere else in the world, provided you 
have the right visa.

What are the work placement visa 
requirements?

•	 You can apply for internships and 
fixed-term work placements (until 
graduation). Any placement experience 
should be supervised by an ESCP tutor. 
Permanent contracts are not allowed.

Please be aware that placements can be both paid and 
unpaid.

Where can you get a Graduate visa?

Non-EU students who are awarded a 
French Master degree can apply for a one-
year post-study visa in France up to four 
years after graduation. This is subject to 
you holding a valid residence permit. 

Indian nationals can also renew their post-
study visa for another year.  
Algerian nationals are not eligible for a 
French post-study visa.

Cost: EUR 75
See Campus France for latest information 
on fees

Following successful completion of your 
studies on a UK Student visa, you will be 
eligible to apply for a two-year Graduate 
visa in the UK. You must make your 
application for the Graduate visa as soon 
as you graduate and before your Student 
visa expires, following a minimum of 12 
months of cumulative studies in the UK 
(including your thesis and compulsory 
work placement). You must apply for the 
Graduate visa from inside the UK.

Cost: £822
Health surcharge: £1,248
See the UK Government website for latest 
information on fees

Can you defer your graduation?

No, but in cases of extenuating 
circumstances you may request one 
deferral. Fees apply.

No, but in cases of extenuating 
circumstances you may request one 
deferral. Fees apply. You will also need to 
apply for a new UK Student visa while you 
are in the UK.

https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa/y
https://www.gov.uk/standard-visitor-visa
https://www.gov.uk/standard-visitor-visa
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/job-seeker-business-creator-residence-permit
https://www.gov.uk/graduate-visa/how-much-it-costs


Th
is

 d
oc

u
m

en
t 

is
 n

ot
 c

on
tr

ac
tu

al
. P

le
as

e 
ch

ec
k 

ou
r 

w
eb

si
te

 fo
r 

u
p

d
at

ed
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n
.  

G
ra

p
h

ic
 d

es
ig

n
: j

ac
q

u
ef

er
n

an
d

es
.c

om
.b

r. 
P

h
ot

o 
cr

ed
it

s:
 ©

E
SC

P
 / 

D
an

 T
sa

n
ti

lis
 / 

©
TB

W
A

\C
or

p
or

at
e 

- ©
G

et
ty

im
ag

esBERLIN
Heubnerweg 8 – 10
14059 Berlin, Deutschland

LONDON
527 Finchley Road
London NW3 7BG,  
United Kingdom

MADRID
Arroyofresno 1
28035 Madrid, España

PARIS RÉPUBLIQUE
79, av. de la République
75543 Paris Cedex 11, France

PARIS MONTPARNASSE
3, rue Armand Moisant
75015 Paris, France

TURIN
Corso Unione Sovietica, 218 bis
10134 Torino, Italia

WARSAW
c/o Kozminski University 
International Relation Office
57/59 Jagiellońska St.
03-301 Warsaw, Poland

ESCP benefits from the best international accreditations.
Our European campuses enjoy national recognition.
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